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Major World Religions in
South East Asia in 1500AD
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O Hinduism,

Buddhism

From 1st century AD
Indian traders
introduced Indian
beliefs to the coastal
regions of SE Asia.

"Chinese religions”

From 5th century AD,
Chinese merchants introduced
Chinese influences and religions.

Theravada Buddhism i

"Chinese religions"

= a mixture of Taocism, Confucianism,
Mahayana Buddhism, Animism,

and veneration of ancestors.

During 12th century AD
Buddhist monks from Burma
travelled to Ceylon and returned
with Theravada Buddhism.

Islam

From end of 13th century AD
onwards, Islam gradually
displaced Hinduism and
Buddhism in the coastal regions.

Boundaries shown are national boundaries
in the 20th century.
Areas in white represent indigenous religions.
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